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Introducing STEP Inc
• Largest environmental community group on the North Shore

– operating for 30 years with over 400 members
• Our aim is to preserve natural bushland on the North Shore

– prevent both its alienation and progressive degradation
• We are also actively involved in

– key environmental and development issues
– organising bushwalks and talks
– publishing maps, Field Guides and books etc

• We believe that it is important to plan for 
– a proper balance between legitimate competing community 

interests
– including sports fields and bushland (room for both)

• Our view is that the mandated growth of population is the biggest  
medium to long term  threat to our Ku-ring-gai community



Current state of the St. Ives Showgrounds 
and surrounding Precinct

• It is a well used community asset with a multitude of local and 
regional activities
– attracting nearly 500,000 users per year

• It is in strategic environmental location
– a water catchment that is contiguous to two National Parks
– a critical bush link for wild life movement

• Site contains the threatened Duffy's Forest Ecological Community
– now only 16% of original size

• It is high quality water supplier but this is under threat
– widespread use of blue metal on site increases phosphorous 

levels
– nutrient run off from playing fields does the same
– location means that impacts on adjacent bushland can only be 

avoided with careful planning



Current state of the St. Ives Showgrounds 
and surrounding Precinct

Bushland
Aquatic 
Systems
for this
area are rated
Good to
Excellent



Current state of the St. Ives Showgrounds 
and surrounding Precinct

Today: Playing 
fields and 
undisturbed 
bushland are 
clearly shown and 
distinctly different 
in nature.

An arc of weed 
infested green 
shows clearly. 
This is a drainage 
line in SW corner 
carrying nutrients 
down to streams 
below.



Current state of the St. Ives Showgrounds 
and surrounding Precinct

Today: Current 
road and 
parking 
surfaces  in the 
Showgrounds 
greatly add to  
the  negative 
impacts on the 
bushland.



Past development of the St. Ives 
Showgrounds and surrounding Precinct

1943: 
Extensive 
additional park 
development 
has taken 
place over 
past 60 years. 
Bushland 
vegetation 
cover has 
thickened 
significantly.



Looking to the future
- the next sixty years

Query: What will a similar photograph in 2070 show?



Threats to the future of our bushland

• Loss and fragmentation of habitat
– typically through piecemeal clearing and development

• Habitat degradation
– weed invasion and ground disturbance 
– typically involves people, horses, trail bikes and other vehicles

• Boundary encroachment
• Inappropriate 

– fire regimes
– plantings in and around remnant surroundings

• Stormwater, soil erosion and nutrient enrichment



STEP's proposals for the development of the 
St Ives Showground and Precinct
• Make intelligent and better use of existing facilities

– no further alienation of bushland
• Independent expert environmental report on all future proposals

– need to mitigate and remove both current and future negative 
environmental impacts (fix current and prevent future problems)

• Traffic impacts require separate detailed assessment:
– Construction disturbance including  weed growth via increased 

stormwater impacts, waste disposal etc
– Increased disease levels from road construction and earth moving eg. 

Phytophthora dieback.
• Extend planning time horizon to 2050

– Impact of Ku-ring-gai Planning Panel LEP
– Impacts of projected 25% plus increase in local population
– Impact of climate change on area
– Need to accept limits to future growth


