


proceeding ad-hoc.

In other words we see the
key issue as being the sort of
Sydney which we shall have
in 25, 50 and 100 years
rather than whether the
people at Cherrybrook will
be able to get to town faster
next year.

KU-RING-GAI COUNCIL

Elections for another four
year term of Council are to
be held in September. It is
clearly within STEP’s
constitution to become
involved politically and we
shall support those candidates
whose position is the nearest
to ours on environmental
matters. Many of the existing
aldermen vote consistently in
favour of development
because they see it as
"progress"” and therefore
desirable. Very few have a
vision of what Ku-ring-gai
will look like in 50 years and
constantly make short term
decisions which respond to
the pressures of the day
rather than the best interests
of future generations.

We shall try to inform you
on the performance of the
existing aldermen and on the
policies of any other
candidates as the year
progresses.

COUNCIL’S SECRETS

STEP has a vital interest in
the way that our council
functions. Nearly every week
there are matters before
Council dealing with
environmental issues. Council
has increasingly been closing
its doors to the press and
public on matters (such as
discussion of the tree

preservation policy) which
have no vestige of
confidentiality about them.

We believe that all decisions
affecting the environment
must be made in open
council.

MONA VALE ROAD

Keen readers of this
newsletter will remember
that we wrote about the
proposals to "develop” Mona
Vale Road from St Ives to
Terry Hills with initial
projects including a
crematorium, a bus depot
and a commercial vegetation
recycling centre.

In November the Department
of Lands produced a Draft
Land Assessment for public
comment and simultaneously
consultants, Wellings Smith
and Byrnes, acting for the
crematorium and bus
company interests, produced
a "Master Plan for the Mona
Vale Road Corridor". We
were not so surprised to find
that these studies both
thought that development
was a great idea!

Both thought preserving
bushland was OK so long as
it didn’t get in the way of
development and both
recommended measures
which - will -ensure the
degradation of the remaining
corridor  bushland. This
degradation will of course
enable future developers to
point to it as justifying more
development. Eventually, by
this process, the whole Mona
Vale Road bushland corridor
will be replaced by
commercial buildings and
look like Pennant Hills Rd or
the Pacific Highway. Is this
what we want?

Comment difficult

Although the Department of
Lands had previously assured
in writing that three months |
would be allowed for
comment the period was
restricted to one month, the
busy period just before
Christmas. We regard this as
a blatant attempt by the State
Government to restrict
considered public comment.
Comment was made more
difficult by the Master Plan
being available only upon
payment of $100 at the city
offices of the consultants.
The chances of the
community generally having
a chance to comment were
effectively nil.

STEP made submissions on
both documents. Any
member wishing a copy of
these or wishing to discuss
any aspect please call John
Burke on 487-3680.

If you are unhappy with the
way the community is being
treated on this issue why not
let someone know. Nick
Greiner, Tim Moore or your
ward aldermen would be a
good start, (Tim Moore is
probably sympathetic but
needs some support).

ARTERIAL ROAD

Some years ago Ku-ring-gai
Council embarked upon the
widening of Secondary Road
2043 from St Ives to
Roseville, which is generally
known as the Arterial Road,
from two lanes to four.
While the benefits of this
massive expenditure are open
to question (turn lanes at
intersections etc would
probably have given the
same improvement in traffic
flow) we have been
particularly concerned about
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