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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING -- PILMS.

‘Besause we ‘have a vary interesting rouple of films to show yau, the
A.G.M. will commenecs at 7.30 P.m. - sharp please! We hope to show

) adil!murfa' Treasursr's annual reporst. : -
LT .~ Elesetion of officers for 1983-4. 983,

.. . the films at or soon aftsr 8.30. :

. uﬁﬁb«.~ AGENDA .
a1 3PS T AV ahad 1 Ve 2 _ ie iy
AR o alrman: Welcome and. apologiss. Thi,
Yﬁ%axxlﬂs Chairman's annual report. - Bwaiﬁgz
General busincss.

PILMS.

(Besoause S.T.E.P. has to pay for the hire of the films and of the
projector/projestionist,'we are making a #2 chargs p:r adult pereon
and #1 for children under 16. Normally no charge is made for sither
entertainment or suppsr.) :

*

THE. BUSH BEYOND YCUR GARDEN Ku-ring-gai Council.

‘Familiarity doss not Necessarily brecd contsmpt. The bush which

strstches away from our back fences becomes, to thosc who cars
about it, mors pPrecious, more intsrzssting, perhaps evan more
necessary, with the passing of the years. To be deprived for
long of its beauty, freshness, its variety, its frsedom and its
healing qualiticss, is a king of starvation. Small wonder that
bushlovers ars offsended by the actions ¢f some who apparently
have not yst "got ths necssags." This film is about thess people

" and about wsz who do cars, and is a positive step towards the

mesting of the twain.
A VCICE FCR THE WILDERNESS Chris Wilcox.

"Because the wildernsss should be seen and heard by everyons"
says the subtitl: to this splendid and lively film which gxplores
the grezat rainforesst controversy in N.S.UW. This rsach:d its
climax last ysar with the N.S.i. Government's dscision to reszrve
ths most important of the largsr ar:as as national parks. The
film is about the magnificent rainforest of the Hastings Valley
near Wauchops and Port Macquaric. "It is here that a new voics
is hsard. Ths voice which spsaks out against ths o0ld and predom-
inant attitude to ths lang." :

STATE CF THE BUSH. In spite of the remarkabls adaptation of

Hawkcsbury sandston: woodland and hcathland to moisture stress, the
record drought took its toll in the death and wzakening of plants.
As a whole, however, ths bush looks 800d and is already showing the

ben

efit of ths secveral good rains which broks ths drought, in new

strong and hsalthy growth.
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THE URTAL CASIS. At lsast the weeds were drought-stressed too!

But they remain a msnacs to the purity of the bush along crssk banks
and in soil-disturbed arzzs. particularly n:zar dwsllings. Hive you
cver noticsd what an "oasis'" of grz:n surrounds our bushland fringe
dwellings—-gresn which cintrasts with th: grey-grs:zn of the bush?
This is bzcauss sach houssholdesr crzatss arcund the houss a cell of
n"ist"n;d and snriched soil. This is particularly so whsre thers
has bsen szptic sswerags cutflow or sscpags. (nce well-sstablished,
with a baﬂk of sz8d in the spil, weeds ars hard to cradicats, and
succseding genesration’d of them nrich the normal sandy bush soil

o 2 heavy black leoam. zvzn mors favourable to thsir continuation.

Ct csurs&wsulh'lnxvutalions should nevzr have bzszn allowed to

g2t out of hand. - But l:t's face it: meny, perhaps most, peopls ars
:ngt-wesd-conscous, and many ars totally absorbed in the making of
new -gardens and ‘psricos finishing off their homss. Nevertheless,
S5.T.H, P appeals to naw residsnts tc spend the 0dd + hour resmoving
thees:z wesz do which will bz fathsr o major infestations lasting many
ysars, d ading the nsighbouring bushiand. Areas of disturbed soil
and rock- f li which ars commen batwssn propsriics and bushland are M
frzquent sffenders Mulching with bush litter will help keep we sdsh
from sstablishing and may includ= som: bush sccds.
it is v;ali§ incumb: nt upnn thoss whe ares privilsged to.livs

n=xt te bushland tu accept son: J:gr;; of custodianship, at lzast

e ths xXtint of pr:v:nﬁing m_hd inf.station from their own propsr-
tice and by not yleiding S0 ths mpthlan to disposes of unwantsd"
hardwvars, gardén refuss stc the sasy way. It is a moral obllgatlon,,

put pesrnape i1 should alsc bz a lzgal cns.

-_EQ@LnggﬁgT}Qﬂy tn 1st March, S.T.8.P. managsd to Stave eff, ﬁith

the 2id of syt vhetic de,*mun. an attsmpt by Ku—rlng gai Counoll
te rsiustate control burning in the bushland frings around the. foot
of Kissing Point-—hoad, Bstwien Cove Strest on the. wsststn sids and
Robin Avenue on.the ;asﬁ,'thv "S.T.B.P. AREA."- 1983 is the third
vear of our work.to .msintgin ths strip of land up.te 100 ‘feet into
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riakt %an beyond spropsrtizs in a co ndltlun which adequately protects

housszs from bu s%fln with minimum impact on osushland quality-- —~
mlyhout thg use of Piyas . Thy m,thod which has come to be known as
tha ST B-P: m=athed, PW“S]S%S‘SiMPjy of fusl reduction by using hand ™

%ools, raking put sxc-3sivs guantitics of dead material into- heaps
which are then burnsd. The material is removed to within a coupla
of inches of the soil, which'is thus lsft with a protsctive mulch

which considzrably l,sc:ns th: chance of weed infestation or ssvere
srosion, and provides matesrial 1or brsakdown. and-- subsuquhnt”ébsorp-
tion of nutrients back ifit6 “the ccosystem. In the drier arsas,

control buriiing u“‘dlLV burns ths whole of the litter 1ayer.

Thafno—flfa me thisd avoids the unsightly scorching and weaksning of
tres trunks and ths prematurs dsath of many shrubs. It removes: the
rigk of local extinctions of spsciss which cceur when a control burn
follows or is followsd by another fire, sith:sr controlled or "wild,"
at an interval shorter than - the sczd matu“atlon t1m= .0f thosec spscizs.

The Council. gave S.T.E.P. until Junv 1st -ty complete its' fuel
reducticn program to the standard demandsd by Council. In a few
placss, the work had not bssn completzd. .- -The prelromgsd Tains
_delayed.the-operation “sohiiwhat, but the work is now v1rtually com=
T pletss - G

BUSH REGHNERATICN. Ths Fusl rsduce a areas require soms, follow~up

w::ding' and the Bush Rzgencration T#am will be mezting on Sunday, .
rd July, 2.00 p.m. at the pathway in Ashburton Avznue, South

“u“ amurya.: Anyone who would bs intsrested in helping cr lcearning
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more about the "Bradley Msthod" is wslcome to join. Plzase cantact
Yvonne Langshaw 449-1541 for further dstails or advice.

CCUNCIL BUSHLAND WCRKING PARTY. #Harlisr precccupizd with the film
"The Bush Beysnd Y.ur Garden," the pamphlst which conveyed a similar
mgssage to Ku-ring-gai citizsns, and with gstting the bushland sur-
vey undsr way (conducted by Robyn Buchanan, this will bs complete
in July), the Working Party has now been able to concentrats on
policy mattsrs, its principal rols. Th. vi.al subject of bushfire
has been given priority attsntion. In relation to the perennially
controversial aspect of control burning for ths protection of life
and property, the group has recognisezd that Council will havs to
burn in some arsas at some time, while looking ints the capabilit y
of some citizen groups to carry out hand work as has been done in
South Turramurra and West Pymble.

ENVIRCNMENTAT EDUCATICN CF THE YCUNG. S.T.E.P. has extended its
field of endeavour this year tc¢ includs child sducation. Turramurra
primary Schcol has introduczd a well-known personal development pro-
gram known as D.U.S.C. (Developmsnt of Understanding of Se¢lf and
Cthers.) This involves the interacticn of a small group of children
with an adult (not a teacher) svsry Thursday aftsrnoon. 8.T.E.P.,
under the kindly guidance ¢f Mrs. Roebin Ruys as convsner, has cstab-
lished an Environmental Science Group, which will not only proclaim
a small but special arsa of the grounds still containing a good spsci-
msn of heathtop flora as a hsritage arca to be left alons for pos-
terity, but will plant and maintain native plants in other parts of
the grounds, whils also sxploring othsr environmental asp=cts of the
grounds using content from S.T.&.M. Scisnce and ths Gould Lesague
publications. S.T.E.P. thanks Robin and her tsam of helpers, and
would bs very happy to hecar from any intcrested community mcmbers,
who will apprsciate ths vital importance of the task we have under-
taken.

STCP THAT DAM! A4s part ¢f its charter to co-opsrate with other
consczrvation groups, S.T.E.P. was invelved to a limitsd sxtznt in
the phenomenal effort made across the nation to pressrve the South-
Wast Tasm%nia wilderness from further developmental incursions.
S.T.E.P. members helpsd run a Tasmanian Wildernsss Scciszty public
mesting in Hornsby, Manncd and Womennsd a stall at Kissing Point
shops, and put con a barbzcus lunch at the home of Yvonne and Frzd
Langshaw--and our grateful thanks ars du:z to that couple. Some of
our members helpsd at polling booths on Elescticn Day. Cur <fforts
were rewarded with a win for ths Party that promised to save the
Scuth-West. The big question at th: time of writing is--will it?

A pramise, even an clection promise, is a premiss, and those.who
voted Labour to havs the dam stoppsd c¢xpect that promise tc be kept.
It would be too bad if part of the tslegram S.T.E.P. sent to Mr.
Fraser before the clsction could.have beoen.sent with squal reason

to Mr. Hawks: "Failure to act means any australian World or National
Heritags listing meaningless and Govsrnm:znt insincerse.!. .

S.T.5.P. BUSHWALK. The bushwalk.planned.for Heritage Week on.17th
April was cancelled dus tc the atrocicus wsathsr. The president
stayed (in his car!) at the rsendezvous for a half hour.in.casz some
enthusiast turned up. Nene did, t¢ his rslief.

BUSH MaNAGEMENT SEMINAR. & s:sminar on various asp:scts of bushland
managsment, organissd by Willoughby Council (all credit to that body),
was hsld in Willoughby Town Hall, Chatswood, on March 26th. Interes-
ting and thoughtful lectures wers given and fire mas a rscurrsnt
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subject for both lzcturs and discussicn. Helen Po.tsrssn delivered
an sxccllent paper.on hand fuel reducticn. The procesdings are
aveilable from. Willoughby Council for #5 posted.

VaLB:- Barly in March, S.T.HE.P. lost a valusd membsr. George Tout's
death was unexpscted, and was announced with expressions of regrst
at the March gzncral meeting. 4s a Committes member, Gzorge had
bsen a consistent attender at committes msetings, and had lent
physical suppert tc cur fuel reduction program on many occasions.
Such members are not sasily rseplaced. Cur grateful thanks, George,
for the help ycu gave us during your lifetime.

ALAN GLIFCRD M.RGARET BCOTH

Przsident. Sscrstary.
449-1658. 449-3746.

MEMBERSHIP FEES for 1983-84 are now due and may bs paid at the
A.G.M. or The Treasurer, ¢/~ 26 Chisholm Street, Turramurra, 2074.
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